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Examples of the present invention include metamaterial
lenses that allow enhanced resolution imaging, for example in
MRI apparatus. An example metamaterial may be configured
to have p=-1 along three orthogonal axes. Superior perfor-
mance was demonstrated using such improved designs, and
in some examples, imaging resolution better than A/500 was
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or more lumped inductors, allowed unit cell dimensions and
hence resolution to be dramatically enhanced. In some
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ISOTROPIC METAMATERIAL LENS FOR
MAGNETIC IMAGING APPLICATIONS

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

This Utility patent application claims priority to U.S. pro-
visional patent application Ser. No. 61/481,524, filed May 2,
2011, the content of which is incorporated herein in its
entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to metamaterials, including metama-
terial lenses used for magnetic resonance imaging applica-
tions.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) resolution can be
increased by increasing the magnetic field strength, but these
higher magnetic field systems are costlier, bulkier, and
require additional infrastructure. Hence, it would be desirable
to increase resolution without increasing the magnetic field
strength. Improved methods and devices for conditioning
magnetic field distributions, including imaged fields, would
be useful for a variety of applications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Examples of the present invention include metamaterials
configured as 3-dimensional isotropic structures having p=-1
in the x-y-z dimensions. Such metamaterials may be used as
lenses to obtain improved imaging resolution, for example in
MRI apparatus. Example designs include metamaterial unit
cell configuration having ring resonators with lumped capaci-
tors. In some example, ring resonators are combined with
lumped capacitors and inductors, such as meander line induc-
tors or lumped inductors.

Effectively homogeneous and isotropic magnetic metama-
terial lenses were designed with a negative unity effective
permeability at an operational frequency. For proton MRI
applications, the operational frequency is determined the
static magnetic field, and example lenses were designed for
0.2 T (8.5 MHz) and 1.5 T (63.8 MHz) operation. Other
frequencies may be determined by adjusting the capacitive
and/or inductive elements used.

Exceptional low-frequency performance was achieved
using both inductor-loaded and capacitor-loaded ring resona-
tors on the faces of periodic volumetric unit cells, such as
cubic unit cells, in the metamaterial was designed. An
example metamaterial slab functions as a near-field magnetic
lens, providing a higher resolution than is possible in free
space.

Measurements of fabricated prototypes confirmed the
metamaterial simulations, both in the frequency of operation
and in the imaging properties of the lens. Measurements with
two closely-spaced loops in the source plane demonstrated
both the improved resolution and increased field strength
made possible by the lens.

Example metamaterial lenses allow improved low fre-
quency imaging applications, such as portable MRI systems.

Advantaged of the metamaterial lenses include resolution
improvement in magnetic imaging. Applications also include
magnetic field enhancement, for example in field concentra-
tion of a magnetic field source, and increased penetration
depth for imaging. A lens may be used for enhancing and
concentrating the magnetic field, which then can propagate
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2

deeper into the body. In some examples, the same lens can be
used for field enhancement and for resolution enhancement of
the image.

An example metamaterial lens has an isotropic magnetic
permeability of p=-1 at the operating frequency of the lens,
and including resonators arrayed in three orthogonal planes.
Each resonator includes a conducting ring structure and a
surface-mounted reactive component. The surface-mounted
reactive component may be a surface-mounted inductor or
surface-mounted capacitor. The metamaterial lens may
include dielectric substrates (dielectric layers supporting
resonators) arranged in three orthogonal planes, intersecting
with each other to form an arrangement of dielectric cubes.
The cubes may be hollow (air filled), the cube faces being
defined by portions of dielectric substrate.

For example, a dielectric cube may have first and second
opposed faces formed from first and second dielectric sub-
strates, third and fourth faces opposed formed from third and
fourth dielectric substrates, and fifth and sixth opposed faces
formed from fifth and sixth dielectric substrates. The first and
second dielectric substrates are parallel and spaced-apart,
similarly for the third and fourth dielectric substrates and the
fifth and sixth dielectric substrates. Resonators in the
metamaterial lens may be generally identical. Resonators
may be ring resonators formed by conducting patterns on the
dielectric layers. For example, the conducting patterns may
be conducting tracks, such as metal tracks, formed by etching
on a dielectric substrate, for example as a printed circuit
board. The surface-mounted reactive components may
mounted over gaps the conducting patterns, a conducting ring
with a gap therein sometime being termed a split ring reso-
nator. Ring resonators may include at least one loop structure,
for example a combination of conducting tracks and surface-
mounted components forming a closed loop. The term “ring”
is not limited to circular forms, but also includes generally
square and other shaped patterns. A metamaterial lens may
have a repeated unit cell structure, each unit cell being a cubic
unit cell with resonators located at each face thereof. For
example, the lens may include cubic structures in which the
faces of the cube are formed by a dielectric substrate, with a
resonator located each face. Each dielectric substrate may
include a square or regular array of resonators, the dielectric
substrates intersecting in three dimensions to give arrange-
ments of resonators at the face of the cubic structures. In some
examples, each resonator may include a surface-mounted
capacitor and/or a surface-mounted inductor. In some
examples, each resonator includes a surface-mounted capaci-
tor and a meander-line inductor. An example apparatus is a
metamaterial lens having an operating frequency between 1
MHz to 1 GHz, such as 5 MHz to 500 MHz, the metamaterial
lens having an isotropic magnetic permeability of -1 at the
operating frequency, the metamaterial including a plurality of
resonators, each resonator including a conducting ring struc-
ture having a gap therein, and a reactive component electri-
cally connected across the gap in the ring structure, such as an
inductor or capacitor. The reactive component may be a sur-
face mounted component, such as a capacitor or an inductor.
The metamaterial may include dielectric substrates arranged
parallel to three orthogonal planes and intersecting so as to
form dielectric cubes, the resonators being formed on faces of
the dielectric cubes.

Example apparatus include nuclear magnetic resonance
apparatus, such as a magnetic resonance imaging apparatus.
The apparatus may include a magnet providing a static mag-
netic field, wherein the operating frequency is a nuclear reso-
nance frequency in the nuclear magnetic resonance appara-
tus, for example a proton magnetic resonance frequency in
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the static magnetic field. For example, the operating fre-
quency may be a nuclear resonance frequency within an
imaged object. A variable magnetic field generator may be
used to form, e.g. field gradients for magnetic resonance
imaging purposes, as known in the magnetic resonance imag-
ing art. The image resolution of the metamaterial lens may be
better (i.e. smaller) than A/100, where is the electromagnetic
wavelength at the operating frequency. The operating fre-
quency of the apparatus may be in the range 1 MHz to 1 GHz,
for example in the range 5 MHz to 500 MHz. A method of
improved magnetic resonance imaging of an object in a mag-
netic field includes locating an isotropic metamaterial lens,
such as an example lens described herein, between the object
and an imaging sensor. A method of increasing MRI resolu-
tion of an imaged object in an MRI apparatus without increas-
ing static magnetic field strength includes introducing an
isotropic metamaterial lens as described herein into the MRI
apparatus between the imaged object and an imaging sensor,
thereby increasing MRI resolution.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A shows a volumetric unit cell used in simulations,
and FIG. 1B shows a two-layer configuration.

FIGS. 2A-2B show the simulated effective permittivity and
effective permeability of a metamaterial lens, where the real
part of the dispersive permeability passes through negative 1
at 8.5 MHz with very low loss.

FIG. 3A shows a schematic of the imaging configuration.

FIG. 3B shows a fabricated lens, and FIG. 3C-3D show
portions of dielectric substrates (here, printed circuit boards)
supporting resonators with surface-mounted components.

FIGS. 4A-4B show measured image profiles for a single
magnetic source loop. FIG. 4A shows the measured transmis-
sion intensity from a loop in the source plane to a loop
scanned along the x-axis in the image plane, and FIG. 4B
shows the measured transmission intensity with the receiving
loop scanned along the y-axis.

FIGS. 5A-5C shows measurements and simulations of two
magnetic source loops spaced 80 mm apart. FIG. 5A shows
the simulated magnetic field strength in the image plane with-
out the metamaterial present, and the two magnetic sources
cannot be resolved. FIG. 5B shows simulated magnetic field
strength in the image plane with the metamaterial present,
where magnetic sources appear as two distinct peaks. FIG. 5C
shows the measured transmission intensity from two loops in
the source plane to a loop scanned in the image plane, con-
firming the improved resolution and increased signal
strength.

FIGS. 6 A-6C shows an isotropic metamaterial lens for 1.5
T magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) using lumped capaci-
tors.

FIGS.7A-7C show an isotropic metamaterial lens for 1.5 T
MRI using a meander line inductor and lumped capacitor.

FIGS. 8 A-8C show an isotropic metamaterial lens for 1.5 T
MRI using lumped capacitors and lumped inductors.

FIGS. 9A-9D illustrate design of the top and bottom split-
ring resonators (SRRs).

FIG. 10A-10C further illustrate the design process, adding
four vertical SRRs identical to the top and bottom ones dis-
cussed in relation to FIGS. 9A-4D.

FIG. 11 shows an isotropic metamaterial lens.

FIGS. 12A-12F illustrate simulation results for an isotro-
pic metamaterial lens.
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FIG. 13A-13C indicates that the isotropic nature of the lens
produces images with sub-wavelength resolution.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Examples of the present invention include metamaterial
lenses that allow enhanced resolution imaging, for example in
MRI apparatus. An example metamaterial may be configured
to have p=-1 along three orthogonal axes. Superior perfor-
mance was demonstrated using such improved designs. In
some examples, imaging resolution better than A/100 is
obtained, in some cases better than A/250, such as better than
7400, and in particular simulated examples image resolution
better than A/500 was obtained.

Thereis a need to increase MRI (magnetic resonance imag-
ing) resolution without increasing the magnetic field strength.
MRI resolution can be increased by increasing the magnetic
field strength, but these higher magnetic field systems are
costlier, bulkier, and require additional infrastructure. For
instance, a 3 T MRI system costs ~$3M, while a 1.5 T MRI
system costs ~$1.5M.

Example metamaterial configurations include three-di-
mensional (3D) isotropic metamaterials structure with p=-1
in the x-y-z dimensions. Example designs may be scaled to
other frequencies of interest, for example for use in MRI
apparatus of different field strengths, or for different nuclei. A
3D isotropic metamaterial lens, with engineered p=-1 in the
x-y-z dimensions, may be used to focus a magnetic field down
to aresolution of approximately A/500 in the near field, and at
least better than A/100.

Examples of the present invention include essentially com-
pletely isotropic lenses, e.g. in which p=-1 in the x-y-z
dimensions to a precision of greater than 1%.

Example designs include configuration using ring resona-
tors with lumped capacitors. In some example, uses ring
resonators are combined with lumped capacitors and induc-
tors, such as meander line inductors. In some examples, split
ring resonators are combined with lumped capacitors and
lumped inductors. A design using split ring resonators (SRR)
with lumped capacitors was modeled using a full-wave finite
array simulation in HFSS and the simulation results show
resolution enhancement. Resolution in the order of /500 was
obtained, which has been achieved by a reduction in the unit
cell size in our designs by at least a factor of two compared to
other designs. This could potentially avoid the need for higher
magnetic fields to increase the resolution of existing MRI
systems, thus reducing the overall size of the MRI system.

In a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) apparatus, the
static magnetic field strength determines the frequency of
operation. A lower static field strength decreases the cost of
the machine and the potential impact on human beings at the
expense of a reduced operating frequency. These low fre-
quencies present a challenge to those designing metamateri-
als for use with MRI.

A lens with a refractive index of -1 (negative one) has been
described as a perfect lens. J. B. Pendry. “Negative Refraction
Makes a Perfect Lens,” Physical Review Letters, Vol. 85, No.
18, 2000. The focal plane appears at a distance from the
source that is twice the thickness of the lens, regardless of
where the lens is positioned. The focusing is not due to
curvature of the lens surface.

Examples of the present invention include a magnetic
metamaterial for MRI applications, including MRI systems
operating with a static magnetic field in the range 0.1-20 T. In
particular, examples are presented for a static magnetic field
0f0.2 T (corresponding to an operating frequency of 8.5 MHz
and a free-space wavelength of 35.3 m), and 1.5 T. Other
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frequencies may be designed with appropriate scaling of
reactive (capacitance or inductive values).

An isotropic metamaterial super lens with a negative unity
permeability at 8.5 MHz is the lowest frequency electromag-
netic metamaterial for MRI device applications to date.

Any lens that is of a comparable size to the human body or
smaller falls into the magnetostatic limit, i. e. we need only
consider near field effects for transverse electric (TE) polar-
ization.

Metamaterial lenses were designed and fabricated that
resolve two close sources that cannot be distinguished in free
space, i.e. without the metamaterial lens present.

Lenses with a larger lateral size would restore the image
information contained in larger wave vectors, thus allowing
even finer resolution than that obtained.

Example 0.2 T, 8.5 MHz Metamaterial Lens

An effectively homogeneous and isotropic magnetic
metamaterial was designed with a negative unity effective
permeability at 8.5 MHz. The lens used inductor and capaci-
tor-loaded ring resonators on the faces of periodic volumetric
(cubic) unit cells comprising the metamaterial. A two-layer
metamaterial slab functioned as a near-field magnetic lens,
providing a higher resolution compared to free space imag-
ing.

Measurements with two closely-spaced loops in the source
plane demonstrated both the improved resolution and
increased field strength made possible by the lens. The pre-
sented metamaterial lens allows improve low frequency
imaging applications, including relatively inexpensive por-
table MRI systems.

An example 8.5 MHz lens was designed that measured
approximately 23 cm square and 4 cm thick, which is less
than Yiso of the free-space wavelength. Creating a resonant
periodic unit cell that is more than one thousand times smaller
than the operating wavelength was a significant engineering
challenge. The lens had two layers of a cubic unit cell with 21
mm sides containing a 17 mm square ring on each of the inner
faces. Each ring was loaded with a capacitor and inductor,
which lowers the resonant frequency and the frequency at
which the real part of the effective permeability reaches nega-
tive one. The capacitors and inductors were mirrored with
respect to the rings on either side of each circuit board to
reduce any bi-anisotropic properties, which allows for the
creation of an effectively isotropic metamaterial.

FIG. 1A shows an example unit cell design, each face
having a resonator located thereon, the resonator including a
ring resonator loaded with a single inductor on one side of the
ring resonator and two parallel capacitors on the opposite
side. The figure shows a cubic arrangement, with a ring struc-
tures 12 on a first face, the top face as illustrated, including an
inductor 12, and capacitor 14. To correspond to fabricated
examples, the simulated structure used two parallel capaci-
tors. The other faces of the cubes have similar resonators, for
example (as illustrated) resonators 16 and 18 on the closer
side faces, 20 on a rear side, and 22 on the base.

The figure shows orthogonal directions labeled x,y,z, a
resonator being located on each face of a cube. In a fabricated
device, dielectric substrates may be arranged in three sets,
each set of substrates being spaced-apart, where first, second
and third sets of dielectric substrates are arranged parallel to
first, second, and third orthogonal planes (e.g. Xy, yz, and xz
planes as illustrated), respectively.

In fabricated examples, the ring structure is a conducting
pattern, and may be formed as a metal track on a dielectric
substrate, for example using printed circuit board (PCB) tech-
niques. The surface-mounted reactive components are
mounted across gaps in the conducting track, for example by
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soldering the component at each end to end portions of the
track each side of the gap. For example, interlocking dielec-
tric substrates may be used to form a cube of dielectric mate-
rial, each face of the cube supporting a resonator.

FIG. 1B shows a two-layer unit cell 20 used in lens simu-
lations, where ring resonators (such as resonator 10) on oppo-
site faces of the cube may be mirrored to reduce bianisotropy.
The unit cell dimensions were: periodicity a=21 mm; ring
side length =17 mm, trace width wid=1.2 mm; dielectric
material was FR4, dielectric thickness was 0.02 inches,
lumped capacitors C=2200 pF, lumped inductors L.=27 nH.
Here, each layer has the thickness of a cube such as shown in
FIG. 1A, or a mirrored or other analogous version thereof.

Through simulation, the frequency at which p=-1 was
found to scale as (LC)™. This relationship can be used to
adjust the values of reactance to obtained a desired resonance
frequency. An improved method of designing a metamaterial
lens includes modeling a lens having arbitrary reactive val-
ues, determining the frequency at which p=-1, and then scal-
ing the reactive values to obtain p=-1 at a desired operating
frequency.

The two-layered unit cell of FIG. 1B, with periodic bound-
ary conditions in the x-y plane and Floquet ports on the top
and bottom surfaces, was simulated using the full-wave elec-
tromagnetic modeling package Ansoft HFSS™ (Ansys, Inc.,
Canonsburg, Pa.). Simulated reflection and transmission
coefficients (S-parameters) were used to retrieve the effective
electromagnetic properties based on a standard inversion
method. Tuning the capacitance, inductance, and various
dimensions allowed the u=-1 frequency to be adjusted for
operation at 8.5 MHz, using an inductance of 27 nH and a
total capacitance 0f 4,400 pF, split between two parallel 2,200
pF capacitors.

FIG. 2A shows the effective real permittivity retrieved
from unit cell simulations is non-dispersive with a value close
to 4 (higher than that of free space), while the effective per-
meability shown in FIG. 2B shows a Lorentzian type of
response with a resonance around 8.2 MHz. The imaginary
part of  is in the vicinity of —0.13 at the desired operating
frequency of 8.5 MHz, which is also where the real part of the
permeability reaches —1. As a result, the absorption loss is
nearly negligible. The properties of all three dimensions were
simulated and these traces are overlaid, showing that they are
essentially identical and the lens is isotropic. The track thick-
ness had a minor effect, as illustrated.

To validate the magnetic properties, a planar square lens
was fabricated with 11 by 11 unit cells and two layers thick.
The effective properties retrieved from the unit cell simula-
tions were used to model an appropriately sized homoge-
neous slab. Small loop probes of approximate radii 13 mm
were employed as magnetic sources placed above the lens at
a distance equal to half of its thickness. The loop probes
provide an approximate measure of the magnetic field, and
the measurements are expressed in terms of transmitted
power, which corresponds to the square of the magnetic field.

FIG. 3 A schematically shows show a lens slab 40, consid-
ered as an ideal lens with effective permeability found from
unit cell simulation. A source 40 is located a distance d from
the lens, with lens thickness d,, and the image plane 44 is
located at a distance d from the opposite face of the lens.

FIG. 3B shows a photograph of an assembled metamaterial
lens. The lens includes first and second parallel and spaced-
apart dielectric substrates (60 and 62), each supporting a
two-dimensional array of resonators and forming the lens
faces. One or more similar dielectric substrates are regularly
spaced between the lens faces, forming a first set of spaced-
apart dielectric substrates, each parallel to (or forming) the
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lens faces. Here, a single dielectric substrate is shown
between the two that form the lens faces, but this is not
limiting. A second set of parallel, spaced-apart dielectric sub-
strates (such as 64) are used to support arrays of resonators in
spaced-apart planes orthogonal to the lens faces. A third set of
parallel, spaced-apart dielectric strips (such as 66) support
arrays of resonators in spaced-apart planes orthogonal to both
the lens faces and the second set of dielectric substrates.

As illustrated, the resonators (such as resonator 68) are on
the inner surface of the dielectric substrates, so that the lens
faces are formed by dielectric substrates. In this example, the
exterior of the lens faces are dielectric surfaces. Between the
dielectric substrates that form the lens faces are two sets of
interlocking orthogonal dielectric substrates. Component tol-
erances used were 1% for capacitors and 2% for inductors. In
other examples. In some examples, the capacitors may
ceramic capacitors such as NPO capacitors. In some
examples, the inductors may be wirewound inductors.

Measurements of the prototype confirmed its best perfor-
mance at 8.5 MHz, the exact frequency at which the unit cell
simulations predicted the real part of the effective magnetic
permeability to be -1. Simulations predicted two primary
advantages afforded by the presence of the lens: improved
resolution and increased magnetic field strength.

FIG. 3C shows dielectric substrates in the form of printed
circuit board strips 70 with ring resonators 72 with lumped
capacitors 78 and lumped inductors 76. The PCB has slots 74,
facilitating an egg-crate assembly of the lens. In experiments,
these substrates were used to form resonator arrays orthogo-
nal to the lens surface.

FIG. 3D shows a fabricated ring resonator 80, as part of an
array on a PCB.

FIGS. 4A-4B show the measured transmitted power in the
image plane, as a function of x and y both with and without the
lens present. The transmitted power is normalized so that
unity corresponds to the peak value without the lens present.
The lens increased the power at the receiving loop by a factor
of more than 35.

The lens improves the half-power beamwidth from 63 mm
to 29 mm in the x direction, and from 76 mm to 32 mm in the
y direction. These values agree quite well with those pre-
dicted by the simulations, which showed an improvement
from 59 mm to 26 mm. This agreement confirms that our
metamaterial design provides a good implementation of an
effective negative unity permeability near-field lens. A larger
lens would improve the performance further, as the lens
described is electromagnetically miniscule at less than one
hundredth of a wavelength square. Moreover, a thicker lens
would enhance the evanescent fields even more, providing a
larger detection depth than what the current prototype
achieves.

FIGS. 5A-5C show simulations and measurements with
two loops in the source plane, separated from each other by 80
mm (Y444 wavelength). In FIG. 5A, the fields from the two
sources (shown as rings 100) appear as a single region of
imaged magnetic field (field region 106), while in FIG. 5B the
metamaterial resolves the imaged fields into two distinct
peaks corresponding to the two sources, as shown by regions
102 and 104. FIG. 5C compares the normalized measured
transmitted power received in the image plane with and with-
outthe metamaterial present. As clearly shown in FIG. 5C, the
isotropic metamaterial lens provides dramatic improvements
in both imaged field strength and resolution, over imaging
with no lens used.

Design of 1.5 T MRI Lens

FIGS. 6 A-6C show an isotropic metamaterial lens for 1.5 T
MRI. This design includes rings (shown in FIG. 6A) with
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lumped capacitors (locations shown in FIG. 6B). The isotro-
pic unit cell design had the following parameters: unit cell
size of 8 mmx8 mmx8 mm, dielectric thickness 0f 0.254 mm:;
dielectric material is Rogers RO3035 (Rogers Corp, Chan-
dler, Ariz.); rings are printed on the inner faces of the dielec-
tric, lumped capacitors are 330 pF; and capacitor dimensions
are the 0603 surface mount format (1.6 mmx0.8 mmx0.4
mm).

FIG. 6A illustrates the resonator structure, including a
square ring resonator 120. The term ring resonator describes
conducting patterns including at least one loop structure,
which may be circular, square, or other form A loop structure
may include capacitive gaps, e.g. over which surface-
mounted reactive components are mounted. This example
ring resonator has conducting elements arranged in a square
pattern, which optionally has rounded corners. FIG. 6A
shows ring resonators disposed parallel to three orthogonal
planes, two spaced-apart resonators per plane corresponding
to resonators on the opposed faces of the illustrated cube.
Here, each ring resonators has a gap in the conducting pattern.
FIG. 6B shows the locations of the lumped capacitors as
rectangular patches (124), which correspond to mounting
across the gap. Commercially available capacitors may be
used. At the modeled frequency, commercially available
components may be used in all example designs. FIG. 6C
shows the frequency response of a metamaterial using this
unit cell configuration. The real permeability was approxi-
mately -1 near 64 MHz for all three dimensions, and the
imaginary component was minimal suggesting low loss
operation.

FIGS. 7A-7C shows an example isotropic metamaterial
lens and properties for 1.5 T MRI. The example design
includes rings with lumped capacitors (146 shows the loca-
tion across gap 140) and meander line inductors (e.g. 142 and
144). In this example, the ring resonators included three
meander line inductors and a surface-mounted capacitor.
Commercially available components may be used. The iso-
tropic unit cell design had the following parameters: unit cell
size of 6.5 mmx6.5 mmx6.5 mm; dielectric thickness of
0.254 mm; dielectric material is Rogers RO3035; rings are
printed on the inner faces of the dielectric cube; lumped
capacitors are 330 pF; and the capacitor dimension is the 0603
format (1.6 mmx0.8 mmx0.4 mm).

FIG. 7A shows the rings with meander line inductors 142
and 144. FI1G. 7B shows locations of lumped capacitors 146,
mounted across gaps 140. FIG. 7C shows the frequency
response of a metamaterial using this unit cell configuration,
with excellent isotropic performance. Real permeability of -1
was obtained at 63.87 MHz.

FIGS. 8A-8C show isotropic metamaterial lens for 1.5 T
MRI. This example design uses split rings with both lumped
capacitors 164 and lumped inductors 166 across gaps (e.g.
162) in resonators 160. Commercially available components
may be used. The isotropic unit cell design included the
following parameters: unit cell size of 5 mmx5 mmx5 mm;
dielectric thickness is 0.254 mm; dielectric material is Rogers
RO3035; rings are printed on the inner faces of the dielectric;
lumped capacitors: 330 pF (commercially available); capaci-
tor dimension is 0603 (1.6 mmx0.8 mmx0.4 mm); lumped
capacitors are 10 nH (commercially available); capacitor
dimension: 0603 (1.6 mmx0.8 mmx0.4 mm). F1G. 8A shows
the configuration of the split rings. FIG. 8B shows the loca-
tions of lumped elements, including surface mount inductors
(L) and surface mount capacitors (C). FIG. 8C shows the
frequency response of a metamaterial using this unit cell
configuration.
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Table I below shows a comparison between the three
examples discussed above and a SOA published design. The
table shows data from M. J. Freire, R. Marques, and L.
Jelinek, “Experimental demonstration of a metamaterial lens
for magnetic resonance imaging,” Appl. Phy. Lett., 93,
231108, (2008), indicated as Ref. 1 in the table, Design 1
(rings with lumped capacitors, FIGS. 6 A-6C), Design 2 (ring
with capacitors and meander line inductors, FIGS. 7A-7C),
and Design 3 (split rings with lumped capacitors and lumped
inductors, FIGS. 8A-8C).

TABLE 1

10

not a routine variation, in view of the dramatic improvements
in resolution obtained. For example, a novel design including
both lumped capacitors and lumped inductors allows the layer
thickness to be reduced from 15 mm to 5 mm, a dramatic
improvement. In some examples, components may be
printed, surface-mounted, or otherwise attached to one or
both sides of a dielectric substrate, such as a printed circuit
board.

For example, using a proton resonance frequency of 63.87
MHz, the wavelength is 4697 mm, and the unit cell parameter

Unit
Cell One layer
Size Thickness

Overall Capacitor Inductor
Thickness Value Value

Loss FOM

Resolution  (Ip"l)  (Ip/p"l)

Ref. 15 mm 15 mm 3cm 470 pF —

1] (2 layer)

Design 1 8 mm 8 mm 32cm 330 pF —
(4 layer)

Design 2 6.5 mm 6.5 mm 3.25cm 330 pF —
(5 layer)

Design 3 5 mm 5 mm 3cm 330 pF 10 nH
(6 layer)

21.2 mm 0.04 25

11.31 mm 0.03 33

9.19 mm 0.04 25

7.07 mm 0.05 20.2

Table I above compares three example designs and the
design presented in Ref 1, Freire et al. Operation of negative
refractive index lenses is further discussed by Pendry, Phys.
Rev. Letts., 85(18), p. 3966 (2000), including operation in the
magnetostatic limit. The novel designs have demonstrated
superior performance (2-3x improvement) over the design of
Ref. 1 (which also describes MRI configurations which may
be adapted for use with examples of the present invention).
Example metamaterials may operate at low frequencies for
which the magnetostatic limit is applicable.

The example designs allow the dimensions of the unit cell
to be reduced, for example to a layer thickness of less than 10
mm, such as 8 mm or less, and in particular to 5 mm or less.
For example, the layer thickness may be in the range 3 mm-8
mm at this frequency. For cubic unit cells, the unit cell size in
three dimensions may be equal to a single layer thickness.

The example designs also allow resolution to be enhanced,
in a manner similar to the reduction in unit cell parameters.
For example, resolution may be 12 mm or less, in particular 8
mm or less. A common approach to increase the resolution is
to increase the magnetic field strength, but higher magnetic
field systems are more costly, bulkier, and require additional
infrastructure. Examples of the present invention allow reso-
Iution improvements without changing magnetic field
strength. However, design parameters of example designs can
be scaled to other (e.g. higher) field strengths if desired,
allowing further resolution improvements. For example, a
dimensionless parameter may be defined in terms of a ratio of
wavelength and resolution (or layer thickness, or unit cell
parameter) and improved along the lines given above over a
range of frequencies, e.g. in the range 500 kHz-10 GHz, such
as 1 MHz-1 GHz. These examples are non-limiting.

In a conventional approach, self-inductance of resonators
may be used to provide the inductive component of the reso-
nator structure. However, this limits the minimum size of the
resonator. By including inductive elements into the unit cell
configuration such as meander line inductors or coil inductors
(which may be printed or surface-mounted inductors, or any
other suitable configuration) the unit cell dimension may be
appreciably reduced (as illustrated in the table above), with
corresponding increases in resolution. This indicates that the
inclusion of lumped inductors or other inductive elements is

for the third example is less than A/900, whereas the refer-
enced structure has a unit cell parameter of only approxi-
mately A/300. Examples of the present invention include
metamaterials in which the unit cell parameter and/or single

o layer thickness is less than A/500. This allows dramatic

increases in resolution without need to increase the magnetic
field.

Example Design Process

An approach to isotropic metamaterial lens engineering is
now described. This may include configuring a single unit cell
firstly by designing resonators on top and bottom planes
(relative to the metamaterial lens faces), and then adding four
vertical SRRs identical to the top and bottom ones (so that a
cubic metamaterial element has 6 identical resonators on its

o faces). Simulations may neglect dielectric layers, which are

preferably low loss dielectric substrates. The design param-
eters, 1=-1 in the x-y-z dimensions, may be achieved essen-
tially exactly (within modeling or fabrication errors) for a
desired frequency. Lens properties may then be estimated
using the properties of a dielectric slab having these design
parameters.

FIGS. 9A-9D illustrate design of the top and bottom SRRs,
with angular response considered using an anisotropic
retrieval method. FIG. 9A shows a 3D view of the unit cell,
with conducting tracks 180. FIGS. 9B and 9C show top and
bottom views of the unit cell respectively, conducting tracks
182 and 184 being formed on a dielectric substrate. FIG. 9D
shows the frequency response of a metamaterial using the unit
cell configuration after design of the top and bottom SRRs.

Table Il below shows retrieved effective 1, values (with no
capacitors added at this stage) at 3.4 GHz.

TABLE 11
Angle 15° 30° 45° 60°
real(L,,) -0.98 -0.99 -0.99 -1.00
imag(yL,,) -0.08 -0.08 -0.07 ~0.09

FIG. 10A-10C further illustrate the design process, adding
four vertical SRRs identical to the top and bottom ones dis-
cussed in relation to FIGS. 9A-9D. The resonators have a pair
of ring structures, 200 and 202, each with a gap across which
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a lumped capacitor is mounted. The isotropic unit cell design
has the following parameters: unit cell size of 8.35 mmx8.35
mmx8.35 mm; dielectric thickness of 0.254 mm; dielectric
material is Rogers RO3035; SRRs are printed on the inner
faces of the dielectric; lumped capacitors are 120 pF.

FIG. 10A shows the configuration of the split ring resona-
tors (SRRs), including ring structures 200 and 202. FIG. 10B
shows the locations 204 of lumped elements, in this example
surface mount capacitors. FIG. 10C shows the frequency
response of a metamaterial using this unit cell configuration.
Here, p, -1 at 98 MHz.

In a useful simplification, the dielectric layers may be
omitted from the simulations. Without the dielectric slabs, the
resonant frequency changes very little (possibly a 1-2%
change in the i ~-1 frequency may be observed). Therefore,
the simplified structure may be used in finite array simula-
tions. Adding another metamaterial layer to the simulated
structure, the p,,~-1 band does not shift. The retrieved p -for
one layer approaches that of a bulk metamaterial with a plu-
rality of layers.

FIG. 11 shows an example structure used in an isotropic
metamaterial lens simulation, using a full-wave finite array
simulation in HFSS, showing two loop sources (e.g. 222) on
one side of the simulated lens 220.

FIGS. 12A-12F illustrate simulation results for an isotro-
pic metamaterial lens, such as shown in FIG. 11. An isotropic
lens may be modeled as a homogenous slab 240 with p=—1
(i.e. as an ideal lens). In this approach, the effective perme-
ability retrieved from one unit cell is assigned to the homo-
geneous slab. FIG. 12A shows two sources 242 and 244)
located on one side of the lens, with an image plane 246
located on the other side of the lens 240. FIGS. 12B-12D
show images of field distributions at different image plane
separations from the lens, as also shown in FIG. 12E. The
lines, such as 248 in FIG. 12B, shows the location of the
cross-section plots of FIG. 12E.

For comparison, FIG. 12F shows results also obtained
without an isotropic metamaterial lens, where the free space
permeability is assigned to the homogeneous slab. This shows
that the two magnetic sources cannot be resolved without the
metamaterial lens (i.e. in free space alone).

FIGS. 13A-13C further illustrate isotropic metamaterial
lens bandwidth and responsivity. The simulated results show
excellent performance for a finite metamaterial lens, 8 by 8
unit cells, with two loop sources at r=5 mm and an image
plane 0.5 d away from the lens. FIG. 13A is a comparison
between an ideal (homogenous) lens and the actual simulated
isotropic lens with 8x8 unit cells). The ideal lens is a good
approximation of the actual lens.

FIG. 13B shows the image plane normalized magnetic field
as a function of frequency.

FIG. 13C shows a comparison of simulation results for
lenses with (i.e. isotropic lens) and without vertical SRRs.
These results demonstrate that the focusing effect of the lens
is provided by the isotropic p, 5 and it is indeed the isotropy
that produces the image with sub-wavelength resolution and
large detection depth. A finite isotropic lens can resolve the
two sources and performs quite similarly to the ideal homo-
geneous lens. The operational bandwidth of the lens is ~20
kHz.

Further Discussion of Applications

Examples of the present invention include MRI apparatus
including metamaterial lenses described herein. An apparatus
may include a magnet, such as a superconducting magnet, to
provide the magnetic field, which may be in the range 0.1-20
T, for example. Further components, known in the art, may
include field gradient coils, transmitter coils, receiver coils,
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and data analysis circuitry operable to construct an image
from received signals. A metamaterial may be a generally
planar structure, for example a two-dimensional repeated
array of unit cell structures. However, generally planar struc-
tures may also be multilayer structures.

Applications include any magnetic resonance apparatus,
including MRI apparatus, NMR spectrometers, NQR appa-
ratus, any apparatus configured to detect specific nuclei
within a sample, radio-frequency (rf) detection apparatus,
radio-frequency antennas or receivers, or any apparatus for
conditioning transmitted and/or detected electromagnetic
radiation. Applications further include any radiofrequency
apparatus for which focusing or other manipulation of an rf
field is obtained using a metamaterial such as described
herein, including non-destructive testing, imaging, spectros-
copy, concealed object detection, and the like. In some
examples, metamaterial lenses may also be dynamically vari-
able or include one or more gradient properties, for example
using tunable dielectric materials. In some examples, resona-
tor parameters may be varied as a function of position along
one or more directions, to obtain a gradient index metamate-
rial lens.

Any suitable low-loss dielectric substrate may be used,
such as orthogonal planar substrates or other configuration. In
some examples, conducting element structures may be at
least partially self-supporting. Features may be printed or
supported on one or both sides of a dielectric substrate.

The invention is not restricted to the illustrative examples
described above. Examples described are not intended to
limit the scope of the invention. Changes therein, other com-
binations of elements, and other uses will occur to those
skilled in the art.

Having described our invention, we claim:

1. A metamaterial lens having an operating frequency com-
prising:

aplurality of dielectric substrates arranged in the form of a

plurality of unit cells;

the metamaterial lens having an isotropic magnetic perme-

ability of p=-1 at an operating frequency;

the metamaterial lens including resonators arrayed in three

orthogonal planes, each of said resonators on one of said
dielectric substrates,

each resonator including a conducting ring structure and a

surface-mounted reactive component.

2. The lens of claim 1, the metamaterial lens wherein said
dielectric substrates are arranged in three orthogonal planes,

the resonators being ring resonators formed by conducting

patterns located on the dielectric substrates,

the surface-mounted reactive components being mounted

on the conducting patterns across gaps therein.

3. The lens of claim 1, the metamaterial lens having a
repeated unit cell structure,

each unit cell being a cubic unit cell with resonators located

at each face thereof.

4. The lens of claim 1, each resonator including a surface-
mounted capacitor.

5. The lens of claim 1, each resonator including a surface-
mounted inductor.

6. The lens of claim 1, each resonator including a surface-
mounted inductor and a surface-mounted capacitor.

7. The lens of claim 1, each resonator including a meander-
line inductor and a surface-mounted capacitor.

8. The lens of claim 1 physically associated with an appa-
ratus, the apparatus being a nuclear magnetic resonance appa-
ratus including a magnet,

wherein the operating frequency is a nuclear resonance

frequency in the nuclear magnetic resonance apparatus.
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9. The lens of claim 8, the nuclear magnetic resonance
apparatus being a magnetic resonance imaging apparatus.

10. The lens of claim 1, wherein the image resolution of the
metamaterial lens is smaller than A/100, where A is the elec-
tromagnetic wavelength at the operating frequency.

11. The lens of claim 1, wherein said dielectric substrates
are arranged in three dimensions to form cubic structures,
there being a resonator located at each face of the cubic
structure.

12. The lens of claim 1, the wherein the operating fre-
quency is a nuclear resonance frequency within an imaged
object.

13. The lens of claim 1, wherein the operating frequency is
in the range 1 MHz to 1 GHz.

14. The lens of claim 1, wherein the operating frequency is
in the range 5 MHz to 500 MHz.

15. A method of increasing MRI resolution of an imaged
object in an MRI apparatus having a magnet and an imaging
sensor, without increasing a magnetic field strength of the
magnet, the method including:

14

introducing the metamaterial lens of claim 1 to the MRI
apparatus between the imaged object and an imaging
sensor, thereby increasing the MRI resolution.

16. A metamaterial lens having an operating frequency

5 between 1 MHz and 1 GHz, said lens comprising,

aplurality of dielectric substrates arranged in the form of a

plurality of unit cells;

the metamaterial lens having an isotropic magnetic perme-

ability of -1 at the operating frequency,

the each of said dielectric substrates including a resonator,

said resonator including a conducting ring structure hav-
ing a gap therein and a reactive component electrically
connected across the gap.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, the metamaterial wherein
said dielectric substrates are arranged parallel to three
orthogonal planes and intersecting so as to form dielectric
cubes, the resonators being located on faces of the dielectric
cubes.



